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OPEN HOUSE AT THE | MANS LON 
ON FEBRUARY 22ND | 


The Shaw Mansion, in the 205 years since 
its building, has occupied a commanding 
position on the thoroughfare formerly 
known as'!'The Bank'', and later as Bank 
Street. “The passing years have brought. 
many changes. Formerly at the southern 
end of the town, the Mansion has witnessed 
the growth of New London, and the rise-and 
decay of many buildings in the area that 
fronts the harbor. Today it is one of the 
few reminders of the city! S former mari- 
time glory. One of its proudest moments 
cafieé when General George Washington stayed 
as the overnight guest of the Shaw family 
in April 1776. The Society has noted this 
occasion for many years by opening the 


Mansion’ to the town on Washington's birth- . 


day. 


The Mansion will open its doors again to 
the membership and other visitors on Feb- 
ruary 22nd, after several weeks of paint- 
ing and papering and refinishing of the 
floors in the two parlors and the lower 
hall. This work’, under the supervision of 
Mrs. Jame's oe Maher and Mr. Edgar deN. 
Mayhew, has necessitated moving of the 
Furniture and paintings. .A general re- 
arrangement marks the latest step in the 
gradual restoration of the long parlor to 
the earliest period of the, house... New 
labels will be prepared for the many ob- 
jects of historic interest. 


Bad weather has delayed the. repair work 
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so that it has been impossible to plan a 
formal program for Open House Day. Re- 
freshments will be served from 3:30 untid- 
5 o'clock, and it is hoped that thahy will 
visit the Mansion for a friendly inspec- 
tion of the parlors. 


RUMOR OF SALE OF CUSTOM HOUSE 
STIRS CITIZENS TO PROTEST 


Word that the historic Custom House was to 
be sold by the federal government to pri-_ 
vate interests, and the Office of the Cus- 
tom Gollector moved to the Post Office | 
Building stirred up a storm of protest | 
among the townfolk in pent ve 


A representative from the Boston office of | 
the General Services Administration, which 
is entrusted with the management of federa: 
visited the Custom House to re- 


regarding such a move. No definite word 
has been received from his office since 
then. Shortly after’ this visit, a letter 
was despatched by the Society's president 
to Congressman Horace Seely-Brown, Jr.,- 
requesting an investigation into the matter. 
A reply has just been received from that 


-gentleman to the effect that the Treasury 
Department has no plans at present to 
‘abandon the use of the Custom House at iwew 


London. 
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_lt will be remembered that the office of 
_the Collector of Customs was situated in 
earlier days on Main Street near the Cove, 
and later at the corner of Bank Street and 
the Parade. The present Custom House, de- 
signed by Robert Mills, 
tect, was built in 1833/34 at a cost of 
nearly $30,000. Much of the granite was 
quarried at nearby Millstone Point, 


The Society took honest joy in its effort 
to have the Custom House cleaned of its 
grime in 1955, for such action to preserve 
historic buildings is an important function 
of its program. 


The Custom House, along with its venerable 
neighbor, the Shaw Mansion, remains a proud 
reminder of New London's prominence in 
maritime history. To move the Office of 
the Collector from the building that has 
housed it continuously since 1834 would be 
to remove: the heart from a treasured place, 
and wold’ result in no appreciable saving 
of federal funds. [It is good to know that 
so many New Londoners have raised their 
voices in support of the retention of this 
highly individual building for the purpose: 
for ven” it was planned. 


OLD NEW “LONDON FILMS PROMPT REQUESTS 
“ FOR ANOTHER SHOWING 


A few of our members and friends were car- 
ried back in time to the end of the First 
World War during the Christmas holidays 
when Mr. Robert Hyde, film projectionist,.. 
and the management of the Garde Theatre; 
vited them to a private showing of moving’: 
pictures taken for the Society on several 
occasions at the request of Mr. Ernest E.. 
Rogers, then president of the Society. A 
negative print of these films was presented 
to the Society by Mr. Rogers, and a second 
print was given to ‘the State Library. The 
society's print is examined periodically by 
Mr. Hyde, who gave the films their first 
public run on this occasion. 


The films show parades in New London during 
the First World War period, and are notable 
for their picture of the city along State, 
Huntington and Broad Streets, before heavy 
Storms took their toll of the beautiful 
trees, There are scenes of the historical’ 
Pageant produced on the grounds of. the 
Mansion in August 1924 upon the. occasion of 
the centennial of General Lafayette's visit: 
here to pay his respécts to the memory of 
his old fried and comrade-in-arms, General 
Washington; and a film of a meeting of the 
Connecticut Society of the Sons of the 


noted federal archi- 


$n 


+ Wei ‘at Channel & feel, 
ticipation by the leading citizens and 


American Revolution taken at Mr. Rogers! 
home the same year. A colorful windup to 
the program was given by the depiction of 
the Battle of Groton Heights and the Burn- 
ing of New London, presented in 1931 at the 
time of the sesquicentennial of these his- 
toric events. It may be remembered that 
this occasion culminated in the transfer 
of the deed of Fort Griswold from the 
United States of America to the State of 
Connecticut. 


The enthusiastic response from the small 
group who witnessed these films and recog- 
nized many old friends on the screen, 
prompted requests to the theatre management 
to show these pictures as a part of the 


‘program during Washington's Birthday week. 


As this issue of the Bulletin goes to the 
printer, no word has been received from the 
management. Watch the paper for news of 


possible showings of this attractive 


feature. 


TELEVISION TURNS TO WRITERS 
FOR SHORT HISTORICAL SCRIPTS 


‘Our society's program was planned original- 


ly for adults. Today we reach. the young- 
est generation mainly through our Open 
House Days. The following letter just re- 
ceived from radio and television station 
WNHC in New Haven suggests possibilities 
For the Society to make a real contribu- 
tion to the junior members of the community. 


ee February 2, 1961. 
MWNHC Television, acting on recommendations 


‘of the Connecticut Community Service Coun- 


cil, has begun a series of one to three 
minute features on the patriotic and his- 
toric aspects of Connecticut and American 
life. In doing this, we wish to enlighten 


and elevate the consciousness of the child- 


ren of Connecticut to the HenaRr Ti) 
heritage they possess. 


This series of features is called ''Your 
Connecticut!’ and "Your America'' and is pre- 
sented each day on the programs most watch- 
ed: by children: ''Breakfast Time!'. (7:30 to 
9:00 a.m. daily) and "Admiral Jack's Pop- 


aye Theatre!! (5:00 to 5:55 p.m. ee ee 


however, ‘ise ‘par- 


organizations of Connecticut wil. give this 
project a much greater scope and perhaps 


encempass even a greater number of chiidren. 


Therefore, we would like to. invite your: 
group to submit material for use in these 
features. These items can deal with any 


phase of Connecticut or American history 
you feel should receive attention. The 
items can be of any length, but should not 
exceed three minutes. 
ual material that might be used to empha- 
size the story, please send it along. I!t . 
will, of course, be returned after use."! a 


J. Arthur Stober 
Director of Special Events 


We are certain that the Society's book and 
documentary collections can provide many 
fascinating and exciting stories with an 
authentic appeal for the junior audience. 
We will welcome communications from members 
who feel the urge to contribute to this 
effort. Please write to the president at 
the pear S NASEGGeCERES 


TELEPHONE HISTORY TRACED IN 
| NEW HAVEN EXHIBIT 


lt is probable that most our membership do 


not know that the switchboard in the world's 


first commercial: telephone exchange at New 
Haven was built from teapot cover handles, 
wires from ladies! bustles, and carriage 
bolts. The switchboard rested on a kitchen 
table; a packing box served as the desk; a 
soapbox was the chair. 


The permanent historical exhibit opened in 
New Haven recently by the Southern New Eng- 
land Telephone Company traces the develop- 
ment of Connecticut's telephone industry | 
from 1878, two years after Alexander Graham 
Bell was awarded a patent on his primitive 
telephone. Three partners borrowed $600. 
in order to put Bell's invention to work. 


Models of all types of phones are on dis- 
play. You can view the old wooden hand 
phone which was used both for talking and 
listening by being alternated between the 
mouth and ear. You can look at the ''bell- 
boy'' phone, 
which, when carried in your pocket, will 
alert you to go to the phone to call home 
or office. 


This is a far cry from the time when an 
‘early subscriber described the service on 
the occasion of receiving his first tele- 
phone bill ($9. for six months.) ''Now 
what did | get for my nine dollars? | 
could talk to sixty people. | was given a 
telephone which | put first to my mouth and 
then to my ear. 1 was ona line with six 
or seven other people and when | talked, if 
the window was open, |! could be heard all 


if you have any vis- 


had brought her over from England. 


still in the experimental stage, 


over the block and most of my time was 
spent asking the other fellow what he was 


saying." 


The show is open to the public from 9 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. weekdays at the Southern New 
England Telephone Company's headquarters 
at 227 Church Street. 


WE WENT TO THE CIRCUS 


Several years ago we bought shares -in an 
elephant and thus purchased membership in 
a circus museum. This fascinating collec- 
tion of circusiana was started at that 
time in the Elephant Hotel in Somers, New 
York, a few miles west of Danbury. On the 
village green opposite the hotel is a 
granite shaft topped by a wooden statue 

of Old Bet, said to be the first traveling 
elephant. In 1815, Hachaliah Batley pur- 
chased the animal from a ship captain who 
He ex- 
hibited her about the country. Old Bet 
was later leased by a man named Howes who 
introduced the first canvas-roofed round- 
top to the circus industry. After the 
death of Old Bet, a number of wagon shows 
appeared in the area. 


The Elephant Hotel is now the village hall 
of Somers. It was built by Bailey as a 
resort for the circus fraternity and for 
the entertainment of drovers who were fre- 


quent guests. 


Early last December we journeyed to Somers 


to a Symposium on the American Circus, on 
the occasion of the 125th anniversary of 
the formation of the Zoological Institute 
at the Elephant Hotel. The program in- 
cluded a lively presentation of the cir- 
cus of yesterday by. a gentleman decked in 
a silver lame shirt and. tie, sou'wester 
and ten-gallon hat; color Fi ims taken at 
actual rehearsals and performances of 


“Ringling. Brothers circus by a New York 


historian; and a discussion of the circus 
past, present and future by historians 

and museum curators. Guests included mem- 
bers of the American Circus’ Memorial Asso- 
ciation and executives from the Big Show 
itself. 


We made Connecticut our headquarters for 
this jaunt and stayed in Newtown, where 
we enjoyed refreshment, food and lodging 
at the appropriately named Yankee Drovers 
Inn. 


You can become a member of the Museum by 


sending | ‘one. dollar to the Somers Circus 
Museum Elephant Hotel, Somers, New York 


A number of inquiries have been received 
lately about old New London houses and New 
London families. Members are reminded that 
research material is available to them on 
request and by appointment for projects of 
this sort. 


From The New London C ounty Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion 
1! Blinman Street 
New London, Connecticut 
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For Your Information 


The Society's telepnone number is 
Gibson 3-1209. 

The Mansian.is- open TGR ERY through 
Saturcay from 1 to 4. 


Custodian in residence: 
Mrs. Charles Menerey 


